CHEMISTRY   IN  AMERICA
was long known as '' Chloric Ether,'' a name which conveys a false meaning, since there is nothing in the chemical constitution of the body which in the least resembles the ethers.
In 1831 appeared the second volume of "Silliman's Elements of Chemistry," in the order of the lectures then given in Tale College, in which the Dutch liquid was spoken of in its physiological relations, with the remark that, ''Its medical powers have not been ascertained, but from its constitution and properties it is highly probable that it would be an active diffusive stimulant."
This remark immediately attracted the attention of Dr. Samuel Guthrie, of Sackett's Harbour, New York, a man of an active and original mind, much devoted to practical chemistry, who at once conceived that he might obtain the so-called "chloric ether" in greater abundance and at a cheaper cost by distilling together alcohol and chloride of lime (bleaching powder). His success was remarkable, and he obtained the alcoholic solution (of chloroform) in great abundance, describing his process in a short article in Silliman's Journal of Science for January, 1832; and subsequently, in July of the same year, he states with more detail the precautions he adopted to obtain the product pure, and, especially, free from alcohol. It is remarkable that in his second paper he describes in full the method of testing the purity of the substance by agitation with concentrated sulphuric acid. There is no question that Dr. Guthrie was entirely original in his method of producing *' chloric ether," as it was then called, and it is no abatement of his sagacity that he was not aware that, earlier in the same year in which he described his process, a French chemist, Mr. Soubeiran, had devised and described the same method in a memoir entitled, "Researches on Some Com-filiations of Chlorine/' which appeared in the Ann. de Chimie et de Phys. for Feb. 1831. Soubeiran called the product "a new ethereal liquid of a constitution unlike any before known to chemists," and also gives the name
228